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Mr Brightside

By Liat Clark

We ahwvays suspected Killers front man Brandon
Flowers looked to GO for kis style advice and culural
education, bat it was not untll 2008 that car suspiclons
were conlfirmed. After spotting Paul Normansell's pop
art poctrait of Kate Moss in the magasine Flowers

hadd i

enlisbed the painter to give the same stylistic treatment to the
Killers' third album, Day & Age.

The finished product won Nosmansell Rodling Srone’s best albam
cover award in 2008 and hoards of pew commissians in the
process, His distinctive style of high-ghoss mosaic images oo
aluminium has attracted commaissions for pheces om Jimi Hendrix
and Michael Jackson, but his series on Kate Moss remains the
most recognisable. This week, fans hawe the opportunBty to own a
piece of his now nfamons anchive when 150 limited-adition prints
from his Killers collection go on sabe today - inchading indhidual
portmits of the band as well as the albom artwork. To celebrate,
wie spoke to the British artist about his mext obsession, being
Ekened to Mark Ronson and why ke finds Kate Mass so endlesshy
appealing (as if we had to ask)...

G4 How was it working with the Elllers?
Pid: My wiork has abways been based omn or inspired by muasie, so
being approached by the Kilers was the eal opporunity for me.,
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p{.l'ﬁ;l!‘m. ]'n':. recenthyand be was fantastic, ] especially ke the
sang “Welcoms To Fabualous Las Yegas™,

Wiy is Kate's image still so powerful?

There's something about Kate Moss that I'm instinctively drwm to,
Kate's anbque and indhvidoal shding and attitede makes her a very
wersatile character - ghe can book so different from image o image.
Fate s seen as belng at the cutting edge of fashios, so it's mo
surprise she is such an appealing muse. It's hard to put my finger
on exactly what makes me so fascinated with Kate, but that just
adds ta why I think she's such & great persosn bo paint.

How has your process changed?
MMy method began back at anbversity when I created abstract

patterns using dots. | then wanbed o eneate imagery within the abstract pleces, which
evenizally led to me focusing on creating portraits made up of dots, Then someone called me
the “mew London Lichienstein®, oo 1 staried to perfeet my anbque technbque. My way of
working is [#erally back-breaking though, because [ have to paint bending over all the time,

My osteopath is now billing me weekly,

Whit are you working on next?

It woulkd be easy for me to say that I'd lowe to work with one of my favourite bands sach as

Poip R, "Mari, you soand ke &0 inndecn.
Like Tory Parsons.” Was | such a ponos on
Hispa?
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Radiahead, Kings of Leon, Daft Punk or Sagur Ros, buat 1 think it's important that my art
reflects their music and style. One particular band approached me recently, which would be
an interesting project, but [ don't want to say who in case [ jinx it They were very
complmentary of my work and even deseribed me as “the Mark Bonson of the art world®,

Wha do vou think could be vour next muse?

I started to create & series of Agyness Deyn portraits, so | think she has become my new

ohsessbon. Agyness has such an edgy look. She's really fun to paint.

Prints range from £495 - Fagos and are apaikable af thekillerserf.oom
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